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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE SUBJECT OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 3 
HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC OFFICES ANGEL STREET BRIDGEND CF31 4WB ON 
MONDAY, 17 JULY 2017 AT 3.40 PM

Present

Councillor JC Spanswick – Chairperson 

SE Baldwin N Clarke P Davies DG Howells
A Hussain RL Penhale-

Thomas
RMI Shaw RME Stirman

G Thomas E Venables CA Webster

Apologies for Absence

DRW Lewis, DG Owen and JE Williams

Officers:

Sarah Daniel Democratic Services Officer - Committees
Gail Jewell Democratic Services Officer - Scrutiny
Gary Jones Head of Democratic Services
Rachel Keepins Democratic Services Officer - Scrutiny

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor CA Webster declared a personal interest in agenda item 3 – Forward Work 
Programme Update as her son is in receipt of Direct Payments.

2. FORWARD WORK PROGRAMME UPDATE

The Head of Democratic Services explained to Members that a report was presented to 
Council where it provided details of the new Scrutiny Committee Structure, Terms of 
Reference and its processes which was duly approved.  He stated that the structure 
would enable greater focus on priority items and would allow Members to drill down 
further into topics and overall achieve more effective outcomes.

The Scrutiny Officer presented a report which detailed potential items for comment and 
prioritisation.  She also asked Members to identify further items using the pre-
determined criteria form which was attached to the report at Appendix A.

A Member indicated that they felt that under the heading of Process for Feedback in the 
report, there should have been a reference to each Subject Committee having the ability 
to make recommendations directly to Cabinet as well as Officers. 

A Member highlighted when identifying any suggested topics for inclusion on the 
Forward Work Programme, the Committee focus on public needs.  In response to this 
statement, the Scrutiny Officer explained that if members of the public had any concerns 
regarding a service provided by Bridgend County Borough Council or an issue affecting 
the community they were also able to suggest items for the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee to discuss by completing and returning a Scrutiny Request Form found on 
the Scrutiny Website.
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Members requested that the Criteria Form be circulated to all Members of the 
Committee in word format for completion to assist scoping by Scrutiny Officers.

Conclusions
Subsequent to the Committee’s discussion Members determined the following in relation 
to the Overview and Scrutiny Forward Work Programme:

The items below have been highlighted by the Committee as priorities for the first set of 
meetings to be presented to the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee for formal 
prioritisation.  

Waste

In addition to the specific requested information listed on the draft forward work 
programme, Members asked that the report include:

 What the current issues that residents are experiencing with the new Waste and 
Recycling Scheme since the new Kier Contract was rolled out in June 2017.  
How these issues are being addressed.  What lessons have been learned? 

 To explore the possibility of compiling the issues being raised through Member 
referrals

 To provide comparisons on like for like basis on how other Local Authorities 
manage their waste 

Members further requested that the Chief Executive or Managing Director of Kier be 
invited to the meeting and recommended the webcasting of this topic due to the high 
public interest.

Economic Prosperity of Bridgend County Borough
Members of the Committee wish to receive information on this topic as proposed in the 
Forward Work Programme.

Developing Bridgend as a place to live, work and visit
Members of the Committee wish to receive information on this topic as proposed in the 
Forward Work Programme

Town Centre Regeneration
In addition to the specific requested information listed on the draft forward work 
programme, Members asked that the report include:

 data and implications on the ageing population from the closure of public toilets 
in the Borough.

The Committee agreed to complete and return the criteria form for the following items for 
future consideration on the Scrutiny Forward Work Programmes:

Empty Properties 
Road Safety
Awen Cultural Trust - Members agreed to wait until they receive a pre council briefing on 
Awen Cultural Trust before deciding if this is a potential item to consider.
Autism 
Anti-Poverty Strategy
Community Asset Transfer

3. CORPORATE PARENTING CHAMPION NOMINATION REPORT
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The Scrutiny Officer presented a report to the Committee and asked for them to 
nominate one Member as its Corporate Parenting Champion to represent the Committee 
as an invitee to meetings of the Corporate Parenting Cabinet Committee.

RESOLVED:  That Councillor CA Webster was nominated as the Corporate Parenting 
Champion.

4. NOMINATION TO THE PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
PANEL

The Scrutiny Officer presented a report to the Committee that asked them to nominate 
one Member to sit on the Public Service Board Overview and Scrutiny Panel.

RESOLVED:  That Councillor RMI Shaw was nominated to sit on the Public Service 
Board Overview and Scrutiny Panel.

5. URGENT ITEMS

None

The meeting closed at 4.30 pm


